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PREFACE. 



WERE It not a truth, that God 
owns the feeble eiForts of fuch as 
are defpifed by men o? parts and letters^ 
the public fliould never have feen the en- 
fuing performance. 

yVhen I delivered the following dif- 
courfe, I had no more thoughts of making 
it further public, than I had of making a 
(Trff^/ for his holinefs the Pope of Rome : 
nor do I believe, that any fuch thought 
would ever have entered my heart, had 
it pot been for the importunity of fomc 
who heard it, and of others alfo who heard 
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Tho/ 



iv ^ K B F A e m. 

-Tte firft part, according to lihe text, iS 
Upon that important fubjedt, BELIE V^ 
ING, and as various altercations have 
pf late pajOfedi relative to the nature of 
FAITH, it might be one paufe why fome 
were (o defirous to /ee this in pxint ; I'm 
jfiire it was orje rgafgn why J made an at-*-. 
Jpmpt to preach upon the fiibjedt^j for I 
jreifplved that xay ejfler hretbrtn fhould b§ 
fully ^Lcquainted with xny fentiments on 
that head ; hoping, that if I were wrong, 
^(bme pne would be {q friendly ag to en-i" 
^eavour io reckim ^. wanderer, I cannot 
f^rmt that the fpBowijag Iheets contain 
V^riatim what was faid : that was next to 
?n imppffibiUty, as J did not write more 
than would fill the Eight part of a flieet 
pf paper previpjis to my preaching : .hut. 



P R E F A C £• t 

tbo* fome of the fentences, aad perhaps 
Hiany of the phrafes are unavoidably al^ 
tered, yet fo far as w4s poffible^ ih^fenfe is 
retained. If what is offered ihould thwart 
the received opinion of any, I freely grant 
the pbje<9:or what I claim as an unalien- 
able privilege for myfelf, (viz^) the liberty 
of private Judgnaent, Neverthelefs, with 
^11 the thinking I am capable of, I, like 
others, may err 5 for I h^ve not yet fet up 
for infallibility ."^As I do not pretend to 
be liherally educated ^ I flatter myfelf that 
fuch as are fo, will readily excufe any in-' 
accuracies they may difcern : It is infuf- 
ferable to beat a blind horfe becaufe he 
ftumbles — I fhall not trouble the reader 
with paffing Encomiums upon myfelf, re- 

ipeiting my deep {^vSq of ignorance, un- 

worthinefs. 
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worthinefs, inability, want of age, learn** 
ing, experience, &c. many have degraded 
themfelves, who would have been highly 
offended, had any perfon elfe done it for 
them. Pompous profeffions are fo com- 
mon with divinity publifhers, that they are 
little more regarded, than the preamble ijx 
the beginning of an old aft of parliament. 
—If any good is dc^ne hereby — if the 
Judgment of any is informed, or if any 
arc'iftirred up to evidence their FAITH 
by their W O R K S, let the good, the e ver- 
lafting JEHOVAH be praifed> 
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FAITH in GOD, and go. 
connefted : 



SERMON, 



1 
1 



^•^JfcstS^^r*^ O U have been entertained this 
ftfjtt *'QS*' Day, with fome account of one of 
^ Y* K tli^ f"oll glorious truths that the 
jD-w afyL bible contains, (viz.) that there 
^^^^&- _j is redemption by the blood of the 
crofs. On the truth or fallacy of 
this lingle article, depend things of no Icfs im- 
portance than falvation or damnation. The 
atonement being found valid, falvation is fure to 
all the redeemed ; but on the contrary, Ihould 
\ the doctrine of redemption by blood be found 
either falfe or infufficient, there remains no 
hope for any oi Adam's fallen pofterity. But it 
is our fong, our boaft, and confolation, "Tht 
)R D hath vifited find redegmU his people. 

Confidering 
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Conlidering what is gone before *, t could nor 
think of any fubjeft more likely for general 
ufefulhefs^ than a few remarks upon faith and 
good works. The portion of fcripture I haver 
fixed upon for this purpofe, you read in 

PAULAS epiftle to T I T U s/ 
Chap- IIL Ver. 8. 

TBis ,h d faithful faying f and tBef^ things 

I will that thou ajirm confiantly^ that 

they which have believed in God be care-^ 

ful to maintain good works : thefe things 

aregpod and profitable unto men^ 

This epiftle was written to "Titus.^ during St^ 
fauVs abfence from him ; whilft that great a- 
poftle was labouring in Greece^ and his fon T!itus 
m Crete : (now Candia) but though the oner 
was on that Ifland, and the other on the Euro^ 
pean Continent •, yetj their God^ their work^ 
their ends and aims were all one. The bonds 
of chriftian afFedion, had fo united their hearts, 
that Paul^ as a tender parent to his own fon in 
the common faith, fends this afFeftionate letter 
to fupply, in fome meafure the lack of his per- 
fonal prefence ; well knowing, that the young 
minifter of Jesus Christ would ftand in need 
Df godly counfeh How well is it, when the 

fervantfe- 



* The preceding fennon wasuppn redemption^ preached ,br 
The Rev. Mr. Gill, fromthofe m^ exceHent words ** It it 
fiuihed^\ 
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fervants of the Lord feek to help one another 
in the great Work of the Miniftry ! 

In the firft chap, he gives Titus a few hints 
refpefting the qualifications of a bifhop, pref- 
byter, or overfeer of the flock of Christ : per- 
haps to remind .him what was neceffary for his 
own part, as well as what was, needful to be 
found /«, and obferved by others engaging in the 
fame important office* — Thofe who bear the 
vefTels of the Lord ought to have clean hands. 

After having noted the character of a Mi- 
niflier, he proceeds to give Titus fome general 
rules to be obferved in the difcharge of his fa- 
cred truft ; exhorting him to deal faithfully 
with all ranks, and ever to be reminding each 
clafs, of thofe duties which belong to their fe- 
veral ftations in life ; that by a fteady obferv- 
ance of the fame, they might flop the mouths 
of gain-fayers, and glorify God their Saviour. 
IiT the verfes juft preceding our text, he takes 
ncaice of two dodtrinal points, highly necef- 
fary for every one of Adam^s race to be well ac- 
quainted with, (viz.) what we are by nature, and 
God's way of faving finners by grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus : that 
being jultified by grace, they manifeflly com- 
mence heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. He then draws up a comprehenfive di- 
rection in thefe words I have fixed upon. This 
is a faithful faying^ and thefe things I will that 
thou affirJn conftantly^ that they which have be- 
lieved in God might be earful to maintain good 
works : thefe things are good and profitable unto 
men. In thefe words, we have the duty of both* 

B Miniiters 
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Minifters and people fet before us ; and if I 
fhould be fo happy, as to fay any thing to the 
purpofe from this noble fubjed:, both parties 
may profit thereby. 

Our text contains two fubjefts^ ( viz. ) FAITH 
in GOD, and good WORKS. In handling 
the firft of which, I fhall endeavour to lay be- 
fore you what is included in believing in Gody 
and then give a few evidences, by which a man 
may know himfelf, and prove to others that 
he does thus believe. 

With refpeft to believing in God, I might 
give it in very few words j for I humbly con- 
ceive, *tis nothing more or lefs, than a believing 
thofe declarations which God bath made unto man : 
Or, as I have heard it defined in other words, 
(viz.) that it is a " Taking God at his word * ,** 
from which definition I fee no reafon to depart ; 
for 1 difcern no difference betwixt believing in 
God, and believing what he hath faid : nay, 
this feems to be the very fenfe of this text, as 
the prepofition [in] is not in the original ; for 
the words literally run thus, " That they which 
have believed God," &c. Nor have I met with 
any, who could give a fcriptural diftinftion. 
For what can we believe on fafe grounds, re- 
fpeding either God, or ourfelves, but what he 

hath 



* Should any one think, that by adopting this definition, I 
mean to encourage the notion of God making a general offer of 
himfelf in the word, and that by this general offer, carnal un- 
godly men are under obligation prefumptively to conclude, that 
•God and all the bleflings promifed in his word are theirs oa 
fuch conclufion— be it known to all, I had no fuch idea or m- 
tention. 
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hath one way or another told us in his word ? 
Let us then, for our prefent edification attend 
to a few, and you muft be content with a few 
of thofe declarations, which God Almighty hath 
made in his word unto men. 

I. Let us enquire what he hath faid 
of himfelf, 

IL Of man. 

lIL Of Christ and falvation by him. 

IV. Of the confequences of embrac- 
ing or rejed:ing the way of falvation 
by J E s u $• 

As to what the Almighty hath faid of him- 
felf, who can comprehend his fayings ? Here 
are heights and depths, lengths and breadths, 
in which we finite worms of the earth are loft ! 
Were we to attempt, fully to comprehend De- 
ity^ it would be greater folly and madnefs, than 
if we were to go about to make ia garment for 
l;he wind, a balon to hold the ocean, or balances 
in which to weigh the world. But tho' we can- 
not , by fearching find out God^ yet, (thanks to 
his name)^ he hath given fuch a defcription 
of his attributes, as will never fail to yield com- 
fort to the humble heart. He hath declared him- 
felf to be One, Undivided — Self-sufficient 
— Independent — Infinitely Glorious Be- 
ing. Seewhat the great Monarch of the Ikies fays, 

B 2 When 
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when timorous Mofes defired to know by what 
name he Ihould call him before the children of 
IfraeL And Godfaid unto Mofes, I am that I am. 
Andhefaid^ Thus Jhdt thou fay unto the children of 
Jfrael^ \ am hath fent meuntoyou^ Exo. iii. 14. 
2d, Touching his amiable perfeftions ; he 
hath declared himfelf to be infinite in Holhiefs ; 
neither ftained with^ nor capable of being tempt- 
ed by any kind, or the fmallefh degree of evil : 
but is perfeftly holy in his nature, and in all 
his works. From many fcriptures which might 
be cited, take one of two to prove the above. 
You read as follows in Lev. xxi. 8. Thou fhalt 
fanSlify him therefore^ for he offereth the bread of 
thy God ; he floall be holy unto thee: for I the 
LORD which fanHify you ^ am holy. What an 
high chorus did the Ifraelites with Mofes their 
leader fing, when they faw the Egyptians dead 
on the fea Ihore, and hear how one of the fo- 
lemn folos runs \ Who is like unto theCy O 
LORDy amongft the gods ? Who is like thee^ 
glorious in holiness, fearful in praifes^ doing 
wonders ? This fingle property of Deity, fo 
effential to, and fo manifeft in Jehovah, renders 
him an objeA of the Chriftian*s love and delight : 
"Were it not fo, the Almighty would not be fo 
amiable, fo dear to his children. Saints love 
holinefs, Rom. vii. 22. therefore they loVe 
God, becaufe in him alone it is perfe<5l. We 
ihall never fee fin in its true colours, nor ever 
hate it with a perfeft hatred, until we have fome 
foul-humbling difcoveries of the holinefs of 
God : and then, as light and fhade fet ofi^ each 
other, fo will the light of holinefs fet ofi:' its op- 

pofite J 



( 13 ) 

pofite ; and the fpiritual man will fee an infi- 
nite evil and Ihameful deformity in all manner 
of fin. Let the plaintive notes of Ifaiah wit- 
nefs to the truth of this^ Ifa. vi. 5. there you 
have the felf-abafcd prophet overwhelmed with 
confufion, and crying out. Wo is me^ for I 
am undone ! Why ? Becaufe I am a Man of un- 
clean lips^ and I dwell in the midji of a people of 
unclean Irps : Who has told thee ? What has 
given rife to fuch an uncommon felf-degrading 
fpeech ? The anfwer is ready. Mine eyes have 
feen the King^ the LORD of hofts. 

Again ; Add to his purity, his matchlefs and 
incontroUabie Power: his hand laid the foun- 
dations of th^s terraqueous globe, on which 
things innumerable move and are : his omni- 
potent arm fpread forth, and decorated the 
ftately canopy of the heavens : made, , and then 
fixed the order of the planetary world ; making 
the clouds his chariot, and walking upon the 
wings of the wind. ,There he fits enthroned in 
ftate, fuperintending all aflfairs, doing all his 
pleafure -, and with incomparable wifdom, as 
well as almighty power, turns the times and 
feafons round -, lifting up the beggar from the 
dunghill, and calling down the- mighty from 
their feats ; fhewing himfelf ftrong to fave, or 
deftroy, juft as it feems good unto himfelf. Let 
faints be glad and rejoice, God Jitteth upon the 
water-floodsj Pfa. xciii. i. Let finners tremble, 
and be horribly affraid, for the LORD om- 
nipotent reigneth^ Pfa. xcix. I. I conclude this 
with JoVs humiliating interrogation, The thun- 
der of his power wh6 can underjtand ? Job xxvi. 
14. ' Again 
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Again 4th, Add to his holinefs arid power, 
his inflexible Jujlice. Thu3 hath he folemnly 
declared of himfelf, that he is, Ajuji Go4 and 
a faviour^ Ifa. xlv. 21. Some perfons boldly 
afTert, that God is not Jujiy if calvinifm be true^ 
but if any fuch are prefent, I would advife you 
to think more deliberately ^ for be it known to 
you, 'tis no great difficulty to prove, that the 
doftrine of ele£iion or predejiination^ is no way 
inconfiftent with the equity of a God of truth ! 
but it is out of my prefent purpofe to enter fur- 
ther into this difpute ; and therefore, let us hear 
what the great leader of the tribes of Ifrael Yidxh 
to fay about his Mailer's juilice ; he had as 
great, if not the greateft opportunity of knowr^" 
ing the properties of that God whom he ferved : 
he tells us Deut. xxxii. 4- He is the rock^ his 
work is peffeSl : for all his ways are judgment : 
a God of truth and without iniquity^ Just and 
right is he. Zephaniah calls him. Chap. iii. 
Ver. 5. ^he juft Lord. Whatever feeming 
contradidtions appear in the courfe of divine 
providence, yet, the Sceptre in the Lord's hand 
is a fceptre of right eoufnefs^ and all his works 
are done in verity and judgment. Thtjufiice 
of the moft high, appears in a moft ftriking 
point of view, when we confider the fufferings 
of the glorious redeemer. Why did he not 
fpare his own dear fon .? Why bruifc, and put 
him to fuch grief ? Was it not done for this very 
end, (viz.) to preferve the glory of the attri- 
butes of Deity, and in particular, that of jujiice ? 
for thus runs the apoftolicjanguage, Rom. iii. 
That he might be, [remain], just, andthejujlifier 
0f him that believeth in Jesus. I add. 
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I add, in the 5th place, God almighty hath/ 
declared himfelf to be a God of boundlefs Grace^ 
as well as inflexible jufliice : had it not been 
fo, the devil would have had both you and me, 
and all Adam^s race, had not this been true ; 
fcribe and pbarijee^ prieft and levite^ .Mofes and 
Aaron^ Samuel and David, and all the prophets 
and apoftles, had all defcended into the burn- 
ing lake of tormenting defpair, never, never 
more to return from thence. But to our com- 
fort, and his eternal glory, he himfelf hath de-r 
claredjN/ am gracious ; and to encourage the 
^aekiigs-'to a fiducial dependency upon him, 
ie proclaims himfelf. The LORD, The LORD 
God, merciful and gracious y longfu^eriHg, and 
abundant in goodnefs and truths Here*|| a foun- 
tain not to be exhaufl:cd ! a fountain from which 
all, all favours flow ! *Tis no new thing, nor 
occafioned by any fecondary caufes whatfoever ; 
no, not even by the obedience and death of 
Christ. All that ever our Immancjel did or 
fufifered, makes no addition to grace : Christ 
did not die to make the Father gracious, but 
to fhew to all the world that he wasio. For 
Godfo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Sony that whofoever believeth in himJhouH 
not perijhy but have everlafting life. 

In fliort, God hath declared himfelf to be 
merciful — kind — long-fuffering — pitiful — flow 
to anger — compaflionate and of great goodnefs. 
Thus he is a Being moft amiable and engaging ; 
and I ever defire, in this light to fet him forth ; 
for, whether we difcern it, or not ; the God of 
heaven is a being, which in himfelf fiar excek 

all 
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all that we can think. Thefe declarations hath 
God made, of himfelf, and to believe them, is 
to believe in God according to oyir text. The 
writer of this epiftle, feems in another place, to 
fum up the whole in few words. He that comeih 
unit) God muji believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently feek him^ Heb. 
xi. 6. . 

IL This God who \i truth itfelf and can- 
not lie, hath made a declaration, not only oif 
himfelf unto men ; but alfo what man is in^ and 
of himfelf. This account is lo melancholy, that 
there are but few, very few in the .world, who 
credit Nvhat the Creator hath faid cefpefting 
his creature Man ! We 4re ever prone to think 
well of ourfelves. But will the God of truth lie ? 
Wh^t can he gain by reprefenting his own crea- 
ture in a plight more ignoble than he really is 2 
Is God like fome knavilh phyfician, who tells 
the parent that the child is in the very jaws of 
death, in order to excufe his exorbitant bill when 
the cure is effefted ? No, no my friends ! God 
fpeaks truth, and therefore for a few^ minutes,, 
let us attend to the voice of the Lord concern- 
ing ourfelves. 

And firft. We are informed in what ftate man 
was when created, that he was made in the 
image of God his Creator. Whatever more 
may be included in that image^ fure I am, that 
holinefs and purity in perfeftion are fet forth 
by that phrafe. Agreeable to Ecclef. vii, 29. 
every bodily fenfe, and every power of his foul 
were all united in holy harmony and fweet fub - 
jedion to his God. He was filled with love, 

^ loyalty 
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loyalty and gratitude to, and exalted thoughta 
e/ his glorious creator. Mourn ! mourn my 
foul when the prefent is compared with the pall 
ftate ! How long thofe golden moments * lafted, 
i have not met with any who could precifely 
teU.; whether a yearj a month, a week, or as 
fome have thought, not one day ; be this as it 
may, alafs ! alal's ! it is too awfully evident, 
that no mortal, except the firft pair ever fai? 
that blifst'ul period. For, 

2d, 'Tis made known in the facred volunle 
of truth,- that man is a fallen creature, fallen 
into the very depths of Ihame and difgrace ! 
•' Adam, vjhere art thou ?" is an interrogation 
keenly pointed at all ranks, from the monarch 
on his throne to the beggar on the dunghill. 
What is faid of the Affyrian's great metropolis, 
Babyim is fallen i is fallin ! Ifa. xxi. may with 
equal juftice, and greater lamentation be applied 
to man ; for he is fallen ! he is fallen ! he is fall- 
en ! Look within, all is dire diforder and dread- 
ful confufion ! Look arounduSjand we are ftruck 
with the horrid fcene -, men afting a part irtore 
viie than devils ! Examine the brute creatipn, 
and even there you behold a ftorm of^ jfregolar 
paflionsj perpetually maintaining a dbftruftive 
conflict. If we turn our eyes to vegetation, 
there we fee almoft every hedge and every plat 
C of 



* It U very, remark able, that moft of the heathen natiatu be- 
lieve, [tliai a very confideriible alteratlun has taken place in the 
lowei' world ; that neither men nor diiiigs art in that ftate in 
which they were at firii ; ^d though they are ignorant of the 
true caufe, yet they have fuch exalted thoughts of the time before 
t^b change twk pla«e, that they call it « The goldea age." 
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of ground ftand thick with proofs, that the 
fin of man hath brought the curfe of God upon 
the whole creation. Who but the man whole 
heart is harder than Adamant, can read the iii. 
oi Gen. Pfa. xiv. Ifa. i. Lukexv. Rom.'ui. the 
ii. of Eph. with this Chap, from which the text 
is taken, who but the man whofe heart is dead 
can read them, without aftonilhment and grief 
of heart ? Nor is this all, for 

3d, As a natural confequence of the forego- 
ing, man is a guilty criminal before his God, 
and obnoxious to all thefulferings which much 
injured Deity inflifts ; not only on the account 
of perfonal tranfgreffion, but as he is a child of 
falknAdam. This is abfolutely denied by many, 
but if it be a part of what unerring truth de- 
clares, it is necelfary to be believed. If you 
turn to that well known paflagein Rom. chap. 
Y. ver. 15. to j8. you read as follows. But not 
as the offence, fo alfo is the free gift. For if 
through the off ence of one many be dead ; muchmort 
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, -which is 
-by. one man, Jesos Christ hath abounded unto 
many. And not as it was by one that finned fo 
is^hegift i for the Judgment was by one to condem- 
nation ; but the free gift is of many offences unto 
jufiification. For if by one marCs offence death 
reigned by one ; much more they which receive a~ 
bundance of grace, end of the gift of right eoufnefs 
fhall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. The 
defign of the apoflle in theft verfes, is to fct 
forth thcimputation of Christ's righteoufncis 
to his feed, but to make his way clear, he all 
along contrafts the difobedimcs of the firft Adain 
with 
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■with the obedience of the fecond, and pofitively 
aflerts, that by one offence guilt and condemna- 
tion came upon all who had defcended, or fbould 
defcend fram the loins of their iirfl: parent; plain- 
ly fhewing, that as Levi paid tithes in Ins father 
Abraham's loins, fo we finned in Adani^ being 
at that time in the loins of him who was appoint- 
ed of God to be the public head and reprefcn- 
tativeofall mankind. 

This is the very reafon he afligns for the death 
of infants, in ver. 14. Sin entered the world, 
death followed cloie at the Monfler's heels, 
and gained victory over all ; for in him all have 
finned ; therefore death reigns over them thai 
never /tuned after the Jimtlitude ef Adanj's tranf- 
greffion. 

Have you never feen the almoft new-born 
infant groaning under affliiflion ? Have none 
of you who are prefent, followed your tender 
offspring to the grave, before they could diftln- 
guiJn good and evil, right or wrong ? Let thefe 
moving I'cenes confirm the awful truth, that the 
whole poftcrity of our firfl: parents come inxo 
■the world under the fentence of a broken law *, 
K C 2 How 



• I kDOw that this doflrinc of Adam'i fin being imputed unt* 
[lis feed, is wannly oppoicd by the Ariam, Sociniaus, and Av' 
minians ; the realon is too obvious, (vh.) left they (hould be 
under a. diiagreenble neecDity of admitting the imputation of 
Christ's righteoufnefa to hia people; for they wifely judge, thai 
thefe two ftind or fall together : neverthelcls, when all their 
Ibphiftical arguments arc ^nt, thefe doSrincs will abide : and 
■tlicrefoi'o whilft we adore Godi as a God of eijuity in im- 
puting fin, let us admire and thank him, for the riches of hii 
grace in imputing righteoufnefs unlo fuch ai in tlwmfelvcs ai-0 
leid of all worth ! 
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How hardly will men believe this, though God 
hath declared it unto them ! 

But further. 'Tis revealed from heaven, that 
the defert of every fin is no leis than the painft 
of hell for ever. What criminal that is appre- 
hended, tried, call, and condemned, but it 
judged worthy -of punifhment? And why? Be- 
caufe he hath broken the law of his governors. 
Shall the eternal law of Jehovah be Icfe regard-* 
cd ? Hearken my f riends-*-/Fi&^y2^ w^ commit teth 
Jin tranfgrejfith alfo the law : 'for Jin is tho tranf* 
grejjion of the law^ i John iii, 4. Curfed is ivety 
one that continneth not in all things written in the 
took of the law to do them^ Gal. iii. 10. And 
again ; The wages of Jin is death ! Rom* vi. 23. 
Let this be remembered by every intelligent be- 
ing in the world, the fmalleflr of thy fins defervc 
to be punilhed with everlafting deftru6tion from 
the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
hispower. 

ihus hath God fet man's pitiable cafe before 
him in the Scriptures ; that he was pure, that 
he is^ fallen, guilty, deferves to die the lecond 
deatb— that he is blind, helplefs, ftubbom, in 
ihe pit, yea in the deep dungeon of nature's 
darknefs, and that all his works are filthy and 
worthlefs (whiUt in that ft:ate) and, like Ifrael 
in their captivated ftate, his righteoufnefles arc 
ftamped with that ignominious and mortifying 
'epithet. Filthy rags ! Ifa. Ixiv. vi. But, 

IIL I am this day thankful that I have fome- 
thing more to relate, which is implied in believing 
in God : were it not fo, I fliould be a meflenger 
bearing heavy tidings to poor diitreiled finners. 

But 



/ 



f... 
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l^'But I have to tell you my fellow linners, that 
. God hath made a declaration concerning his Son, 
X ABd 9ur ever adorable Redeemer. It is certainly 
m a.miftake, to fuppoie that believing in Gody has 
Ef inothing to do with believing in Jesus Christ : 
;ft>r, believing, in the Father is fo far from ex- 
\€ludingy that it diredily implies believing alfo in 
^ Christ * : our Lord told the JewSj that to be- 
jic lieve the prophets, and to believe in him was 
one and the lame thing f , for they arc infepa- 
•rably connected, that he that believes the Fa- 
c . ther. 



• There are many profeffors in the world, both teachers and 

; * liearers who have reprcfented beUe*ving m Jesus, in a very un- 

\ ( 'Icriptural, as well as unintelligible manner, (viz.) that beltev- 

\ ing in Christ is a perfuaiion that.he died for tbem^thsx he gave 

himfelf for tbetfty that he loves tbem freely, and hath forgiven 

'ibeir iins : but let it be enquired, what reafon have I thus to con- 

: elude ? That the true faint hath a right thiis to infer, when^ie 

can prove that the good fpirit of God hath wrought in him both 

to *wUl and todoyl doubt not ; but how a perfon muft know his 

Sxi is pardoned any other way, than by knowing that he bears the 

marks of the pardoned, Iknpw not. 

Moreover, the fiillaCy of thinking that faith is a conclufion 
'that a perfon's iins are forgiven, wm appear more obvious, if 
we coniider ; God has. never called i^>on us to believe tliat pur 
^ns are forgiven, nor is fuch a conclufion, (fo far as I remember) 
ever once called faith in all the fcriptures : nay, fuch a notion 
cf the iiibje^ ferves only to confound every ierious, thinking per- 
fon ; for when they find various reafons to doubt whether uieir 
iins be forgiven, then their faitb is gone ; and fo according to 
liie do^hine of fome, a man may be a believer and under thepro- 
mife in the forenoon, but before fun-fet, he has loft his faith, is »i 
' unbeliever and under the curfe : a tenet more big with falfefhood 
than which I know not. 

f If any fhould obje£l, that, Jobnmvf,!, feems to coutradift 
the above, I would beg leave juft ^ obferve, that thatpaflagefeems 
to%e of doubtful conftruftion ; as it is well known, that thoTe 
, two verbs (pijhiete, pijfuete) are in the fame mood in the original, 
and may both be read in the indicative, and fome judicious di- 
vines have doubted, whether it were juft to give one in the iiidi- 
. native, and the other in the imperative mood. 
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thcr, believes the Son ; and he that believes thr 
Son believes the Father ; and he that believes 
the prophets, believes both. God is one, his 
word is his voice, and contains all that he hath 
to fay unto us in this Itate. Let us then attend 
unto that record God hath given of his Son, 
which is by us to be believed. 

We fliall find in the firft place, to the un- 
fpeakable comfort of all true Chriftians, that 
the Father of Lights hath publicly declared to 
all the world, (wherever the bible comes) that 
Jesus Christ, as to his divinity, or divine na- 
ture, is in every refpeft equal to himfelf, cot 
cffential and co-eternal, God over all^ blejfed for 
evermore. If you look in Zech. xiii. 7. you 
have the Father calling to the fword of Juftice 
to awake, but againft whom ? Who fhall be the 
mark ? Who (hall be the vi&im ? In whofe 
throbbing heart fliall the bloody fword beplung- 
cd ? It is called forth, not againft the man that 
deferves to be flain by it, but againfl: the man, 
who as to his original, is God's fellow. That 
this is a moft afFefting prophecy of Christ's 
fufiering, none can deny ; if you look to Matt. 
XXVI. 31. you find Jesus expounds it as refer- 
ring direftly to himfelf when he was about to 
fuftain the awful ftroke. 

By fellow^ we in general underftand one ob- 
jeft equal to another with which it is compared, 
and whether our Immanuel be equal with the 
Father, let the word of truth fay. Remember, 
all the eflential properties of the God-head ma- 
nifeftly appeared in him — all the titles peculiar 
to Deity are given unto him — worfliip which 

is 
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in theflcjh 
^^rejoice anc 

^H 2d, W( 



is due to God alone was offered to, and received 
by him — creation, prefervation, and government 
are afcribed to him. If all this can be in, and 
afcribed to a mere man^ then may we not fay 
" Jehovah hath communicated his eflence to a 
worm." Rather let us humbly adore than ca- 
vil, and be content to fay with the great apoftle. 
Great is the myftery ofgodUnefs, God was manifefi 
Let us in the race of all oppofition 
rejoice and give thanks, that. As for our redeem- 
tbe Loan cfbofts is his name, the holy One of 
rael, Ifa. xlvii. 4. 

2d, We. have declarations from heaven, fet- 
ting forth tlie great end for which this illiiftri- 
ous perfonage made his humble appearance in 
the world. And for what did he come ? Won- 
der O heavens ! He came" to redeem finners by 
death, and fave criminals from everlafting woe 
«nd mifery. Sec a few palTages where the end 
of Christ's coming into the world is fully let 
forth. Ifa. ix. the Ixix, and Ixi. chapters. Matt. 
Luke'n. Rom. v. Gal.'iv. Epb.v. with many 
ihers that might be mentioned, fhewing that 
'old it was ordained, that in the fulnefs of time, 
ic Mefliah Ihould vifit the earth to do the will 
of his Father, in raifing up the tabernacle of Da- 
vid wi/Vif" TOrtJ broken down. This he himfelf 
announced when he appeared, "The Son of man 
is come to feek, and to fave that zvbicb was left — 
Dry up your rears, ye mourning fouls ! The 
" itain of your falvation lived, bled, died. 



Capta 



fid rofe again, that he might be able to fave 



to 
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to the uttermoft all who come utiro God by 

3d, Jehovah Iiath let the world know, that 
sll his works terminate in his own glory : the 
heavens and the earth, with their magnitude, 
motion, and order, Ihew forth thematchlefsper- 
feiftions of the great former of all things ; bur, 
when the Lord fpeaks of tbt per/en and -work of 
the Mediator, he expreflcs himfelf as being more 
delighted wiih, and more highly honoured hy 
bifify than by any of his other works whatfoe- 
ver. // PLEASED the Lord to bruife 
btm—The PLEASURE <?/ the Lord /baU 
proffer in his hand, "this is my beloved Sea 
in whom I am IVELL PLEASED—ln 
the various works of the Lord, he hath dif- 
played the glory of one attribute at one time, 
and manifefted another at another time ; but 
here, every perfeiftion of Deity meets with its 
proper complement of honour ! here, mercy 
and grace are diicovered like a bottomlefs, 
boundlefs ocean : here, juftice, truth, andfaith- 
iulnefs fliine forth as the fun in its full ftrength, 
whilit 



• I know perfons differ in Judgment, refiiefling the end for 
»1iich Christ cams into the woild ! fome teli us Sc came only 
to fctan einiraple oriife and manners. Others, that lie cune to 
redeem upon condition, or, to put tlie whole wotid into wIwLt 
they call a JalvabU liate ; but this would have been to do no- 
thing, for tbey vare fal'veble before, and therefore he came to 
faveihem, as yon/ fays refpeSing the redemption of tlieioRD'S 
heritage, Ye are bought 'Witi a frk*-, And again; CmtisT 
hath redeenud as from the mrfe pf the lain, being made a furfi 
far HI. And again ; OTo hath fa'ved us. With that ftrong 
phrafe. Who bath DELivEHEn infrotn the ivralh to eoae. Whe- 
ther thofe lax notions will comport with tliefe paffages, I leave 
tbi; candid reader to judge. 



i 
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whilft pity, compaffion, and goodnefs flow Hkcf 
a river, and God-like power is exerted to ac- 
complifli the whole purpofe ! The law is mag- 
nified and made honourable, and juftice is 
fully fatisfied, and is now l^ecoiiie the ranfomed 
lin;ier's friend ! What a wonder of all wonders I 
Th^t a fcheme of falvation fhould be deviled, 
which makes the finner both happy and glori- 
ous for evermore, and yet fecures all glory to 
God in the higheft ^ 

When Paul faw, how God was glorified in 
Christj it made him with wonder to fay, God' ' 
who commanded the light to Jhine out of darknefs 
hath Jhined in our hearts^ to give the light of the. 
knowledge of the glory of God^ in the face of 
Christ Jesus, i i Cor. iv. 6. And here, re- 
n^ember itas a diftindion betwixt a real Chril- 
tian, and one that is fuch only in name, herein 
the faint quite outftrips the natural man ; for' 
whatever the latter may be^ or know^ he is void 
of divine lights and therefore cannot difcern how 
all the attributes of the God-head are glorified 
in Jesus Christ, i Cor. ii. 14. 

I would juft add in the 4th place, That it is 
revealed unto us, and ever calls for our credence, 
that in this Jesus there is falvation, and in no 
other. 

There are many ways of falvation devifed by 
men * ; but, Let God he true and every man a 

D liar^ 

«i I III! -I ... I.I I I .1 I.I ll I I I <• 

* A very remarkable foheme of falvation, lately iffued oiit ^ 
from MiLL-^iLL Chapel, Leeds, in a fermon publifhed in the 
year 1772;, titled, " Repentance the only condition of final ac- 
ticf taiice.'' A^ouderful ! Molt likdy tlve author had difcarde<^ 
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liar^ that would fet up a Dagon before (jod's 
ark. The Father hath called the Son, His fat ^ 
vation, Ifa. xlix. 6. and therefore the command- 
ment was given, that remiflion of fins Ihould be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerufalem. 

This glorious doftrine runs through the whole 
volume of facred writ, fo that I need not at pre- 
fent fay more on this head, but (hall conclude the 
firft general propofition with obferving, that be^ 
lieving in God, includes a believing that there 
ftiall be a refurreftion, both of the juft^ and of the 
unjuft — That there fhall be a future Judgment, 
when all that ever were, are, or fhall be ; muft 
all appear before the Judgnient feat of this great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is ap- 
pointed of the Father to fit on th6 throne of 
Judgment at that day. Alfo, that the Judge 
* is juft, and will judge the world in righteoufncfs 
-^That the juftified fhall be pronounced blefTed, 
and welcomed into everlafling blifs and glory^i^ 
whilfl all the wicked fhall fland trembling be- 
fore their Judge, and hear him as with the voice 
of thunder, pronounce them curfed, andbanifh 
them from his prefence and the glory of his 
power for evermore. Thefe are a few things 
from many, which God hath revealed of him- 

felf 



PauPs doftriue, elfe he might have learned, from Epb^ i. 6^ 
that finners are accepted, (not on account of their repentance,) 
but in the Beloved. The author of that execrable fermoQ, 
has done enough to leave the ill favour of his name behind him in 
the world, whilft there is a nian exifting that knows the gofpel 
of Christ. Thoufands of books lefs pernicious have b««i 
burnt by the hand of the common hang-man. 
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fclf— of man— of Christ and falvation by him, 
and of the future confequences of believing in 
him, or rejecting the counfel of heaven. Be- 
lieving thefe truths with the' heart is faith * 
unfeigned, and he that thus believes is born of 

D 2 • God^ 



* There are foihc perfons who have inconiiderately cxpreflTed 
theitifelves> as tho' faith was a certain quantity of fomething from 
heavep put into their hearts j and that the putting of th^tfome- 
thing in agitation, is exercifiug faitb 5 and not only fo, but un- 
happily afcribing to faith the parts and powers of a body, 
and moft of the aftions of a creature. One reafon afli^ned is ** It 
is an embellifhment to language/^ Paul iiudied to avoid fuch em- 
belliihments as would prove embarraiTments to his ideas ; and it 
is pitiful, that ever any fhould decorate language 'till the (imple . 
truth is quite darkened, and the ferious mind left: in fufpenfe 
what it is. Such notions, and fuch a method of expreilion, feem 
calculated to burlefque the faith of the gofpcl, rather than edifjr, 
or inftruft thofe who are fmcerely enquiring after the nature of it,, 
which is not only intelligible, but plmn, and eajy, and is nothing 
.moreor lefs io^tfelf, than an unfeigned affentaf the mind to atejiu 
mony^ or in fcripture ftlle, a belief of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Were thi»<lefinition admitted, it would fave much trouble to thofe 
who have laboured in the dai^k, confoynded themfelves^ and greatly 
perplexed others ; in going about to afcert^in the SEAT orraith : 
Dut with all due deference to the Age, Leaniingi and Abilities 
-of thofe gentlemen, I would humbly propofe, Whether faith 
^SITS any where ? Faith is believing, and believing is an a£lion, 
*and how an a£Uon can^/, would perhaps puzzle the bcft of our 
metaphyficians in the univerfe. The fource of bodily a6lions is 
natural life, and mufcular powers ; and it feems moft couflftent, 
that fpiritual a6lions (of which believing is one) are the refult of 
fpiritual life. For <witb the heart man belie^veth unto righteouf- 
xefSf and nvith the mouth confejffion is mqde unto fal^vation* How- 
ever it may have been with others 5 for my own part, I have been 
greatly confounded, when I have heard the preacher, or read the 
writer upon faith 5 and have been entertained with perhaps eight 
or ten different kinds of faitli, and when that which they called the 
right kind was difcovered, there were fo mai\y different a3s of 
faith. The direS aft, the repx aft, the aft of recumbency^ &c, 
.&c. &c. little lefs puzzling to a weak mind, than liA^V latin 
r Grammar is to a raw fchool-boy 5 nor is there any way of getting 
^ relief, but by being perfuaded that thefe phrafes art purelv of 
; human inventiq^n, and thatthereis very litUei if ^Vj either lenrc 
cr meaning in them. 
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God^ and is a partaker of the holy Spirit, I 
Jiumbly conceive, that this is the fenfe of thofc 
words, I Cor. xii. 3. No man can fay that Je-p 
sus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoft^ (viz.) no 
natural unenlightened man can difcern the glo- 
ries of the God-'man, confequently in that ftate, 
can never believe in him. But, as many pro- 
fefs to believe in God, who give no proof that 
their profeflion is well founded ; it is neceflary 
in the next place to enquire into a few fcriptural 
evidences of believing the truth. Saying that 
we believe, can never be admitted as a fufficient 
proof, for there are too many, who are ready 
1:0 fay in this cafe, as the young ruler faid of his 
keeping the law. " Believe," fay they, " I 
have believed my bible from my youth up until 
now." Many are bold to rank themfelves with 
believers, but alafs ! they are under the difagree^ 
able neceffity oi telling perfons that they believe, 
or you would never fufpedt them to be guilty of 
any fuch weaknefs. The truth is, it is common 
for their friends and neighbours to fay the biblp 
is true ; and therefore rather than be thought infi- 
dels, they fay the fame; but they knowaln^ofl: 
nothing of the contents of that facred book ; for, 
if you come to talk with them concerning the 
doftrines of the gofpel, they foon give proof 
they are mother-taught believers •, and becaufq 
they have been ufed to fay, / believe in God the 
Father Almighty Maker of Heaven and earth. 
And in j£sus 'Christ his only Son our Lord, &c. 
They make no doubt but they are as good be- 
lievers as any in the neighbourhood, nay as the 
very par f on himfelf. Simon th!^ forcerer faid he 

believed, 
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believed ; and he certainly did believe, that the 
things which the apoftles did were great mira- 
cles, but when he offered to pnrchafe the gift of 
the holy Ghoft, {in all probability with a defign 
to make a pretty lucrative trade by felling his 
miracles at a round price) then the cheat was de- 
teifted; andPe!er, (notwithftanding5z»;oH*jpro- 
feffion) pronounces him in the gall of bittcrncfs 
and bonds of iniquity. It appears highly need- 
ful then, that we examine ourfelves whether wc 
be in the faith. 

The lirft evidence * I fhall mention is this, 
Thofe who believe in God are truly afraid -|- of 
being vifited in a way of vengeance according 
tothecrimesof which they are guilty. This is 
generally the firft affc6tion that is difcovered in 
the criminals breaft when he is apprehended: and 
it is the cafe with the finner when God appre- 
hends him. The commandment comes — fin re- 
vives, and he dies. His mind being enlightened, 
he fees the law in (bme meafure in its purity ; 
confcience cries out 'againil him, charges him 
with tranfgrefling that good rule, and he is per- 
fuaded in his heart that he deferves to die eter- 
nally. Hence he is truly alarmed, for he knows 



* Tliere are fonie who are got (b high, that they arc above e- 
viJences, and are ready to mock 31 the very phrafe ; but thofe 
ih:<t aremoutited to fuch a wmiilrous height, I mult leave them 
in their furprifing elevation, for J dare not follow, left all my 
bones Ihould be broken when I am brought down. 

f Though ail that believe are fubjeft 10 feor, yet_/«rof irfelf, 
iJi no infallible evidence of a fpiriCual change ; many have feared 
lor a ume, 'till they have quieted their cotifelences by a partial 
reforma.tion, bat have not given any proof that ihcy were born 
re can only judge of fear by it^ eSl'its, 
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not but every day will be his laft in this world ; 
and though his trouble for the prefent is great, 
yet he is afraid that death would only be a pat 
fage into torments infinitely more dreadful — If 
you alk for proof of this, the fcripture abounds 
with inftances to this purpofe : what can be more 
pertinent, than that account of the poor delin- 
quent in EderCs blooming garden : after he had 
put forth hi3 hand to the interdided fruit, his 
great legiflator called, Adam^ where art thou ? 
The anfwer fully indicates the horror that had 
feized the criminal's troubled breaft, And he 
faidy I beard thy voice in the garden :. and I was 
AFRAID, becaufe I was naked^ Gen. iii. lO, . A- 
gain ; If you'll take time to read that wonder- 
ful narrative in the ii. chap, of the A£ls of the 
Apojiles^ where Peter charges the murder of 
Christ upon his hearers ; ver. 29. informs 
us, that, IVhen they heard thefe things they were 
pricked in their heart, and /aid unto Peter and to 
the reft of the apoftles. Men and brethren^ what 
Jhall we do ? If you look tQ chap. xvi. of the 
fame divine hiftory, you find that when Paul and 
Silas vicrc fet at liberty by an earthquake, the 
jailor comes trembling and cries out, Sirsy what 
tnuft I do to be faved ? Once more. A paffage 
occurs, which I muft not omit, the xi. of Heb. 
ver. 7. By faith, Noah being warned of God of 
things not yet feen, moved with tear, dzc. Ob- 
ferve, Noah has. a divine warning of God's pur- 
pofe to deluge the whole univerfe, Noah believes 
God's declaration— /<?tfrj to be a partaker in the 
general deIlru6lion, and therefore according to 
direftion, begins to prepare, with all hafte, be- 
gins 
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gins to prepare an ark for the favjng of himfelf 
and family. 

Thus will it be with him that believes God, 
he will be afrard left vengeance fall on him, be- 
caufe of his multiplied rranfgrejnons. 

2d, Another evidence that will follow upon 
believing in God — The believer will be hum- 
bled before God on account of his fliameful mif- 
doings in his fight : he will remember how he 
has prated againft the truth — walked contrary 
to it — fet his heart againft God — followed the 
wicked inclinations of his corrupt heart — a- 
bufed the kindnefsof a good, and long-fuffer- 
ing benefaftor — neglefted the ordinances of the 
Lord, and ftiamcfully devoted the members of 
his body, and the powers of his mind, to the 
fervice of fin and i'atan ; and has murdered per- 
haps great part of his precious time, in making 
himfelf fit fuel for everlafting burnings. On 
the account of thefe things, the fenfible finner 
will unfeignedly, and with felf-Ioathing, adopt 
the language of felf-abafed Job, Behold I am 
vile-! what Jhall I anfwfr tbec, I will lay mine 
hand upon my mouth. Once have I fpoken, yea 
twice, hut I iL-ill proceed no further, for I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye feeth thee. Wherefore I abhor my felf and 
repent in duft and afhcs. Job. xl, 4, 5. and xlii, 
5, 6. This exaftly agrees with thofc predidii- 
ons, and the accompli Ihmenr of them, which 
rei'pefted Ifrael's return out of captivity. The 
prophet told them from God, Ez.xx. that they 
fhoiild loath thenifelves in their own eyes, when 
they were brought to fee all their abominations 
of 
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of which they had been guilty j and whoever 

confiders the books of Ezra, and Nehemiah^ 
will fee the people returning according to what 
was faid, with weeping, wailing, and fuppUca- 
tion : and this will ever be the cafe with the 
Tinner that fees the nature, and believes the law 
of God. He will freely own, that he is the 
chief of finners, and unworthy of any favour. 
3d, Another evidence of believing in God, is 
when a perfon fincerely feeks a fenfe of the Lov- 
ing-kindnefsof the Lord in the means which he 
hath appointed. He begins to hear, for God 
hath unllopped his deaf ears ; and he thinks it no 
fmall difappointment, it he can't get to hear the 
■word of life : but more of this by and by. 
Thofe that believe God, begin to pray with their 
whole bearl, as is faid oi Paul, Behold be pray- 
eth. The pharifees were great men for praying, 
but their hearts were gone after other things^ 
and they fought chiefly, to be feen, and heard of 
men; and therefore, a public place In the Tem- 
ple, or fome corner in the ftreet, anfwered their 
purpofe better than their clofet : like too many 
in our day, who will pray loudly at church in 
their pews, whilft they have a large quarto 
common -prayer- book, large letter, fair paper 
and good print before them ; but as to fecret, 
fpirituai prayer, though undefired gray hairs 
have covered their aged heads, and unwelcome 
old age has enervated their withered limbs, yet, 
they are as great ftrangers to that kind of prayer, 
as the half lavage Hettentots are to the politeneffi 
of a polilhed french courtier. Not fo the per- 
ibn that believes, for this is his prayer ; (viz.) 
defirc 
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• » * * 

6efire converted into words, or the breathings of 
his heart put into form ; and thus he waits, thus 
he fe^ks, nor fhall he do it in vain. That fpirit 
that has opened his eyes to fee^ hath done it, hot 
with a defign to. deftroy, but in order that the 
believer's moft fanguine expectations may all be 
anfwered, according to the good pleafure of Je^ 
hdvah^s goodnefs, 

4th, The perfon that believes, will have this 
evidence as a witnefs for hini alfo : he will place 
his whole dependence on the finifhed work of 
Christ Jesus for his acceptance before a Juft 
God. He reads, that By the deeds of the law 
Jhall no flejh ^e juftifiedy Rom. iii. 19. he be- 
lieves it, he fees 'tis inipoffible* He reads, or 
hears, That^ Christ is the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that bisUeveth^ Rom. 
X. 4. he believes this alfo : he is fully per- 
fuaded, that the righteoufnefs which God hai 
fct forth is unto all. and upon all them that believe^ 
for there is no difference: He in heart and word 
exclaims againft every other plea before a holy 
God ;, he fees that this is the foundation which 
the Almighty has laid in Zion ; and though this 
ftone was d^fpifed and rejefted by fooKfh build- 
ers, fcribe and prieft, yet he fees that it is The 
Roeky the foundation which is tried, precious^ 
chofen of God, and eternally ftable. And though 
perhaps for the preferit, he is with grief of heart 
doubting * whether he is on that foundation, or 

E ^ whether 
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whether he be fafe in the hands of Christ : not- 
withftanding, he makes no doubt but this is 
God*s way, according to his word, of faving 
finners ; and he never expefts to be faved by 
any other means ; but is well fatisfied, that 
(whether he be faved, or damned) the way is 
honourable ; and will bring eternal glory to the 
author. The Apoftle was fo ftruck .with the 
excellencies of Christ and his righteoufnefs^ 
that he efteemed all elfe but lofs^ and drofs^ and 
dung^ compared with this, Phil. iii. 7, 8. And 
thus the believer will in his heart turn to that 
ftrong- hold, that everlafting name which is a- 
bove every name among men or angels. Try, 
try my friends whether this be your cafe 5 for. 
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious j 
I Pet. ii. 7. 

5th, Another proof of our believing in God, 
is our following him as dear children in the 

way 
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the promife of life. I think the former, when it is a fettled de* 
nial of the truth, may very juftly be called, UNBELIEF, the 
latter is, not called fo m aiiy part of facrcd writ. Sin committed, 
or violently oppoiing the law of the Chnftian's mind, often caiife» 
the children of God to doubt whether they be fuch ; for, the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, or of our bfelonging to Christ being e- 
iclipfed, will ever bnng doubts, fea^s, and difh'efles upon a fe- 
rious foul : but this feems to be neither unbelief, nor its effe6^8 i 
but the refult of a fteady conviction, that the fcriptures truly de- 
fcribe the real chriftian, and that the word of God will certainly 
ftand. Many are anxious to work themfelves up into a thorough 
perfuafion, that they are pardoned Saints, &c: 1 have beeii pain- 
ed at my heart, when I have met with fome, who were full of this 
perfuafion, but had nothing to offer as a fcriptural reafou for 
that imaginary confidence, I do rfet know but the devil has a 
great hand in perfuading fome to conclude that they are Saints, 
whom the word of God would confront to their faces. It there- 
fore appears neither finful, nor hurtful, to be jealous over owr- 
felves with a godly jealoufy. 
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* -way of duty : and this fhall bring me to the 
fecond part of the text, which contains a charge 
to T/Vaj, to exhort all believers to be careful fo 
to do. This I will that thou affirm confiantlyy 
that they which have believed God be careful to 
maintain good worksy &c. 

In order that you may form a juft idea of that 
which comes under the denomination of a good 
worky I fhall touch briefly on the following 
things : , 

I. What is included in a good work. 

II. Mention a few things which the 
fcriptures call good works. 

III. Note the care to maintain them* 

IV. What is faid of them, (viz.) that 
they are good and profitable unto men. 

, In the firft place then obferve. In order that 
a work ht goody it is highly neceflary that it flow 
from, z good principle. The judge of all flelh 
' looks as much, if not more at principle than 
praSlicCy elfe y«^^j had not beeii held up to the 
world by this ftignia. He was a thief y when he 
feemed fo much concerned, that Marfs ointment 
was not fold, and the price given to the poor. 
But if you defire to know what I mean by a 
good principle y I anfwcr. In order that works be 
llridtly good, they muft flow from a mind truly 
difpofed to ferve God. When Faul gave direc- 

E 2 tions 
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pons to the chriftian fervants in the Church ap 
EphefuSj Be obedient^ fays he, to them that are 
jour mafters according to the flejh^ with fear and 
tremblings in Jinglenefs of hearty as unto Chkist : 
Not with eye-fervice as men-fleflfers^ but as the 
fervants of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the hearty as to the Lord. This he intimates 
would be good and acceptable with God. Sec 
Efh. vi. 5, &c. When that good woman came 
to Christ toanoint him, he deems it ^Lgoodwork^ 
becaufe love'yr^LS the motive. Paul tells us, if 
he did his work willingly , then he had a reward. 
Good works Ihould flow, not by conftraint, but ' 
freely ; not as we fay, like Honey from ^ thorn^ 
but like a flowing ftream from a plentiful foun- 
tain. Alafs ! how many works good in appear- 
arjce, are not fo in reality ! They are only the 
fliadow, void of true fubftance ! I would exhort 
all who hear me this day — beware of calling 
works goody becaufe they are fo in outward ap- 
pearance. Ever remember our Lord's maxim, 
The tree mujl be made good before the fruit will be fo. 
Again ; That a work be good, it is not only 
neceffary that it flow from a good principle, but 
alfo, that it fhould be regulated hy^ 2l good rule. 
We have a directory, (viz.) the word of the 
Lord : the commands and prohibitions God 
hath given, make that golden rule, which mea- 
fures every man's fleps wherein "he ought to 
walk. When this divine rule is flighted, the 
path will ever be crooked ; for that which is 
prohibited to one man, is another's fin if left 
undone -, and that which is commanded to one, 
is wickedncli in another : an inftance more ftrik- 




__, I do not at prefent remember, than that 
wu read in ri Cbron. xxvi. In that chap, you 
have fome account of the greatnefs of Uzziah 
kingoi Judah ; but greatnefs, and godlinefsfel- 
dom meet in one perfon ; and therefore he could 
not, or would not be content with the kingly, but 
tifurped the frieftly office alio : Azariab told 
him, that though it were commanded to Aaron's 
fons to burn incenftr, yet to him it would be fin ; 
neverthelefs, heobitinately perfiftedin his wick. 
cdnefs ! But God let him know, that the church 
and (tare were diftinft objefts j for whilft the 
priefts were faithfully contending with him, the 
leprofy broke out upon his brazen brow, fo that 
he himfelf hailed to depart out of the temple, 
and remained a leper to the day of his death. 
By this God hath taught'us, that his word fhould 
bound all our proceedings as we pafs through a 
fm-difordered world. 

Again 3d, In order that a work be truly 
good, it is highly requifite that it be direfted to 
n good end, or intended to anfwer fome laudable 
purpofe. The end at which we fhould ever be 
aiming, is the honour and glory of God ; he 
hath ever propofed this end in all his works 
whatfoever ■, and to purfue his glory in all our 
engagements, is to walk with God ; it argues 
a wiUfubjeft to his will, and is ever highly ac- 
ceptable in his fight. In a ftate of nature, the 
belt of our performances are but incendcd to 
exalt felf ! N o. effcA can be fuperior to the caufc 
producing it *. Jehu did the Lord's work in 
cutting 
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cutting offBaaPs worlhippers, but alafs ! it wast 
that others might fee his zeal, i)^^^/ multipli- 
ed their' facrifices, but they did not offer them in 
truth unto God ; they burnt incenfe to their 
own drag, and therefore Ifrael's God abhorred 
his own inheritance, and folemnly declared he 
would not accept, but was highly provoked 
with their offerings. If a man hears, and prays, 
in order to be thought religious i if he gives to 
the poor, with a view to eflablifh his charafter 
as a charitable peribn, he hath his reward. Let 
merit-mongers know — let the children of Go4 
remember, that without thefe three ingredients, 
a work cannot be approved as good in the fight 
of an all-feeing God. Though a man could 
fpeak with the tongues of men and angels — 
could foretel all future events — underftood all 
myfleries, and all knowledge — had miraculous 
faith to rembve mountains— beftowed all his 
goods to feed the poor, and gave his body to be 
burned, and were void of charity^ it would be 
a facrifice unacceptable unto Jehovah. Gloria 
GOD with your bodies and fpirits which are 
ts. 

II. I come in the next place, to mention a few 
things which come under the denomination of 
^ood works ^ and you mufl be content with a few ; 
for I am afraid your patience will be quite worn 
out : but remember, this is an high day, and 
therefore I truft you'll bear with me, though 
I Ihould exceed a few minutes. 

Firft, To be diligent in the e^ercifes of reli- 
gious duties is efteemed good the univerfe over. 
By religious duties^ I mean hearing, reading, 

praying 
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I praying, chriftiati converfation, &:c. How i 
it my friends, are you diligent, that in parti- 
cular on the Lord's-dav, you will lofe no time f^ 
Are you quitting your beds early, and as wcl 
fay, " Up and at it." Are you diligent, thafj 
[ yourfelf and all under your care, Ihall, fo far J 
I'as is poffible, be in readinefs to go forth to the 
l.houfeof the Lord ? 'Tis nnoft lamentable, there? 
; are fo many in every neighbourhood, who fpend! 
'the Lord's-day as though they were not aC-T 
;. countable unto him for it ! It is moft fnamcful/ 
► that profcffors lliould loiter upon their beds,'[H 
|.whilft they cannot pofiibly get to the place of -^ 
I worfliip until divine fervice is perhaps morej 
than half over. " O," fay fome, " we fhall bcl 
•' there time enough to put on our hats," But I 
- when you are invited to an entertainment, yoa'l 
don't think it time enough to be there whett'l 
the table is drawn. Be diligent in hearing the | 
Word of the Lord. 

■ Again; Let me afk, are you diligent in read- 
ing the fcriptures ? The book of God is thft'^ 
fountain of divine knowledge ; and when I fee f 
a perfon with his bible on his work-board, or j 
at the end of his loom, I think it is a good fign i 
, he wants to know what is the mind and will of 3 
God concerning him : but when I hear an old 1 
mifer boaft, that he has a bible that is fixty years i 
old, and never yet had a foul finger laid on it, j 
1 then fear, that that bible, clean and neat as ] 
it is, and careful as its maftcr hath been of it, 1 
will be a fwift witnefs againft its owner at thc^fl 
lafl; day. When Paul preached to the inha- j 
bitants of Berea, they knew not what to think 
of 
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of his new doftrine, but they afted a very laud- 
able part, for they tell to fearching the fcripturea 
daily, to fee whether Paul preached according to 
fcripture accounts i and the holy Ghofl: ftiles 
them perfons of a noble fpirit for fo doing. Go 
ihou and do likewife ; and ever remember, add 
thinkings and praying, to hearing, and reading. 
I know fuch a courfc of life is reckoned mopijb 
and melancholy ; and therefore wonder not, 
though you were deemed mad : for notwithftand- 
ingfuch variety of fafhions have appeared, I ne- 
ver heard that praying was fafhionable amongft 
the gay part of the world to this very day. Buc 
be ye affured, you will never profper in the ways 
of God without diligence herein. St. Pmilvfai 
fo fenfible of this,- that he prefles it on the He- 
brews in the moft moving terms. J«d we dg~ 
^re thai every one of you de Jhew the fame diligence 
to the full aJJ'urance of hope unto the end. I'hatye 
h\notJlotbful, but foUo-wers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the protntfes, Heb. vi. 
II, 12. How clofely does Pe/w in his excel- 
lent epiftles, intreat the chriftians to be diligent 
to make their calling and election fure. 

2d, Another thing which is a good work^ and 
ever praife-worthy is, diligence in bufinefs. 
When a wicked, fpiteful world has nothing elfe 
to charge the godly with, they cry out againft 
them, ai Pharaoh dJiA. ^gz\n^ IfraeX Te are idle, 
ye are idle f How odious when the charge is 
jufl: ! An idle profeflbr is a very fcandal to 
chriftianiry. How abominable, when you can't 
be employed, though you want work, and your 
families want bread, becaiife '(n well known 
you 
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you will not labour in a confcientious man- 
ner. Hear the apoftle, Rom. xii. ii. Not 

fiothful in htifinefs^ fervent in fpirit, ferving 
Lord. When perfons are not diligent in doii 
what they ought to do ; they are frequeni 
doing fomething worfe than nothing. The 
poftle jutHy obferves, thofe who were ovctj 
come with a lazy, trifling difpofition, would bt 
very troublefome in a neighbourhood, JVandef' 
ing about from houfe to houfc^ tattlers alfo^ and 
bufy -bodies, fpeaking thofe things which tbey ought 
not, I Tim. v. 13. He therefore iffues out his 
apoftolic command, If any would not work, nei- 
ther fhould he eat, 11 Thef. iii. 10. Shew to 
the world, that your religion has no tendency 
to deftroy your ready mind to labour — let none 
bring more honour to their profefTion, by be- 
ing diligent in bufmefs than you j and by ib 
doing, you will find your account both for the 
life that now is, and alfo, in fome refpefts, fof 
that which is to come. 

I fhall now leave the poor labourer, and come 
to you who have fomething to give. And now» 
I make no doubt but I fliall preach to your 
hearts. Minifters may preach long enough a- 
bout Christ and falvation by him, before a 
man that loves his money will much regard what 
they fay : he can gaze about him, or meditate 
about his land, or cattle; or fall afleep, or any 
way to kill the tedious hoirr ; but if we begin 
to fpeak upon charity, this will ftrike upon his 
auditory nerves, and he Harts up alarmed : in- 
deed he may well, for if you take away what is 
to him a God, what has he left ? The high road 
F W 
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to the heart of a mifer is by the way of h 
purfe ! But to come to the point. 

Another good work is to be liberal to the poor * 
and needy. It is the Lord's pleafure, ihat the 
poor/halt never ceafe oui of the land ; and therefore 
he hath taken care to allign their pittance wher- 
ever they are, and 'tis robbery to wirh-hold it ! 
You had better have the pcftilence in your blood, 
than the portion of tlie poor in your coffers. The 
order of providence is wonderful ! For, a great 
part of the Lord's children are very poor, as to 
their wordly circumftances ; thefe have an op- 
portunity of glorifying God, by patiently en- 
during hardfhips : others of them have more 
than enough, and thefe have an opportunity of 
bringing honour to the God of their fubftance, 
by giving proof of their love, fympathy, and 
liberality. Will you let the poor have all the 
lionour ? Will you look on, whilfl they glorify 
God in their fuffcrings, and (till deny them that 
relief which God calls you to adminiller ? Some 
are ready to excufe themfelves, by faying, " I 
" don't injure the poor, I wifh them well, and 
" pray for them." Ah firs ! if good wifties, 
and good prayers, would but clothe naked 
backs, and feed hungry bellies ; then perhaps 
the poor might live well : when a perfon can do 
no more than pray for the diflireffcd, then his 
prayer of good-will is accepted of God, 1 1 Cor. 
viii. 12. But when the perfon hath it in his 
power to relieve, and does it not, then his prayer 
is provoking in the fight of the Lord, i John ii. 
17. Read ver. 14. ofthis chap. And let ours alfo 
karn to maifitaingood works for fKceJjdry tifes. It 
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is no fmall difficulty to determine how mttcb a 



I 



man ought to give : I have not met with 



any 



ho have undertaken to fettle the doubtful 
point, nor do I think that God has done it in all 
his word ; but I would juft remind you of what 
we read, r Cor. xvi. 2. There the generous- 
hearted apoftle orders, that every one Jhould give 
according as God had profpered him. With all 
certainty we may gather from this paFage, that 
when providence fmilcs upon a perfon's under- 
takings, he ought to imitate the great God, who 
giveth liberally to all men, and Ihews that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works Does the 
hufbandman expeft to reap ? Would you not 
think him extravagant, nay, ridiculous in his 
cxpeftations, if neither he, nor any other had 
fown his feed !■ Giving to the poor is compared 
to fowing feed. Gal. vi. 6, and St. Paul confi- 
dently affures us, that the harvcft fhall abun- 
dantly compenfate thofe who fow to the fpirit. 
Think not of reaping before you fow. He the(i\ 
hath pity upon thefoor lendetb unto the LORDi^ 
and that -which he hath given he will pay him 
again, Prov. xix. 17. 

4th, AnoihsT good ivork, yea eminently fo, 
to (hew kindnefs to the wicked, ungodly part 
of the world. Hear our Lord's moft excellent J 
direction, 'tis worthy the author, and worthj"! 
to be obferved by afl the followers of thflS j 
holy Lamb of God. But I fay tivlo you. Love t 
your enemies, blefs ihem that curfe yen, do i 
fo them that hate you, and pray for them -^hicb ' 
defpitefally ufe you and ferfecute you. Matt, v, 44. 
and in the following verfes, he propofes the moft 
F 2 noble 
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noble pattern, even God in fais bountiful deal- 
ings with the unholy and unthankful. 

This generous behaviour was cultivated by 
the wii'eil: of Ifrael's kings, as you fee, Prov. 
XXV. 21, 22. and it ftands confirmed by apofto- 
Hc authority in Rom. xii. 20. Therefore if (hint 
enemy hunger, feed him ; and if he thirji, give 
him drink : for in fo doing thou fi^alt heap coals of 
fire on his head. The fpirit and language of the 
world are juft the reverfe, " Relieve him !" fay 
they, " He has done me all manner of ill ! He 
" has fpolcen all manner of evil againft me — he 
*' has endeavoured to ftab my reputation wheie- 
" ver he came, 1 never can think of fliewing 
** him favour whitft I have a day to live." Hold 
my friend, ftop a little, and read Prov. xxiv. 
29, Saynot, I will do fo to him as he haih done to 
me : I will render to the man according to his 
work. If God had dealt with thee according to 
the law of retaliation, where, or what hadft thou 
been ? As it is the glory of the difcreet to pafs 
over a tranfgreffion ; fo it is the honour of the 
chriftian, to be glad of an opportunity to Ihew 
kindnefs to the ungodly. But I haften, 

5th, It is becoming the believer, and truly 
a goodivork^ to ftand to the truth, and faithful- 
ly reprove the finner, the' danger be in the 
way. As it was in the days of Abel, Zacharias 
and Paul 1 fo it is now and ever fhall be, 'till 
better times come. We have proof enough in 
our day, that they that are after the fiefh, will 
perfecute thofe that are after the fpirit. Gal. iv, 
29. What reafon have we to be thankful, that 
God hath bridled the wicked by national laws, 
fo 
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ib that they, 2^ vteW i% feas and Devi/s, are un- 
der chains and Umiis ! Neverrhelefs, wicked 
pjtureis the fame ft ill, and the image of Christ 
is ever hateful in the eyes of thole who are lub- 
jefts of the kingdom of darknefs ; and it ap- 
pears manifefl:, even amongft the members of 
one and the fame family ! Our Lord's words 
arc every day verified, ji man's foa jhall be thsyi 
of his own houfeheld. Matt. x. 36. O my friends* 
truth and its followers are flighted, and hated ! 
Therefore, Earnejlly contend for the faith once de- 
livered unto the faints, tho' deareft relatives hate, 
and perfecute you forfo doing. 

Again j Reprove fin, tho' the reproved ftorm 
at you for fo doing. Don't zQ. the part of 
cowards through fear of ill treatment. 1 would 
diredl you to an inftance or two, worthy of imi- 
tation, You read in i Kings, xvii. that Elijah 
prophefied of a great drought in the days of 
Ahab, which accordingly came to pafs. Ahah 
judging it was the prophet that was the caufe of 
the bottles of heaven being ftayed, was greyly 
enraged, and fent through all the Nation to ap- 
prehend the fugitive. Near the expiration of 
the limited time, the Lord orders Elijah ro 
fhew himfelf to-the king. The angry Monarch 
thus accofts the old Seer, Jrt thou he that treu- 
bletb Ifrael ? No not I, replies the firm-hearted 
prophet, But thou and thy father's houfe, in that 
ye bavefcrfaken the commandment of the LO RD^ 
and thou hafk followed Baalim. Similar to this, 
is that heroic behaviour of Micaiah, when he 
was brought before the fame King, to deliver 
bis word relative to Akab^ and Jehejhaphat go- 
ing 
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mg to war witli the Syrians, where were a great 
number of falfe prophets gathered to flatter 
their ambitious Marter, and one of them, (viz.) 
Ckenaanah, had got his iron horns (weapons 
dangerous enough) upon his head, and cry- 
ing out, iVith thefe Jhalt thou pujh the Syrians, 
until thou have confumed them : So faid they all. 
Micaiah feeing their deception and wickednefs, 
faithfully contradifted the whole tribe of flat- 
terers, though at the peril of his life — 

The lafi; inftance I fliall mention of this kind, 
is John the baptift. In what a faithful manner 
does he deal with Herod, though his honefty 
coft him his head ! John's friends might per- 
haps endeavour to difliiade Iji'i from the bold 
rebuke, by telling him, " John, have a little 
*' patience, Herod may come to be of great ^zr- 
" vice to the Lord's intereft ; who knows what 
** may come to pafs ; what, he has been at the 
*' preachmg fcveral times, and has done many 
*' things J and confider alfo, he is a great man, 
" not lefs than the deputed head of this pro- 
" vince, and think, if he is provoked, what 
*' bloody perfecutions he may raife againft the 
" poorchriftians ; fpare thyfrlf, fpare us, and 
" do not run the rifk of reproving a. man of 
** fuch power." Notwithftanding all that might 
be faid, John charges him home with a breach 
of God's law, and told him plainly, that it was 
unlawful for him to have his brother Philip's 
wife. And will you hide your heads and be 
dumb, when the name of God is blafphemed, 
becaufe the blafphemer is capable of doing you 
an injury ? You did not ferve the devil in fuch 
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a cowardly manner ! And let me afk, is the 
lervice of Christ lefs honourable ? This you 
will not admit, and therefore if the Lord be 
God, ferve him^ openly, and reprove fin in all 
with whom you have to do. But, 
, Whilfl: you reprove, fee that you pay them 
your juft debts ; elfe they will retort, and tell 
you,. "You had far better pay what you owe, 
than talk fo much about religion :" and here 
your mouths will be flopped. St. Paul exhorts 
the chriftians, Rom. xii. 17. lo provide things 
boneft in the fight of all men: To provide things 
honeft, 1 think means to provide things honeft- 
ly ; and his advice in another place is. Owe no 
man any thing hut to love on&^another. I heartily 
fympathize with many of the poor faints, who 
groan under this -burden, (viz.) the burden of 
being in debt, and cannot get free. I exhort 
you to give full proof, that your burden is not 
the eflfeft of imprudent fteps, or negled of du- 
ty. : if any are fo unhappy as to be thus en- 
tangled, my advice is — by diligence, careful- 
ncfe; and a cautious procedure, fhew to all a- 
rpund," that according to the utmoft of your 
power, you do intend your juft debts to be dif- 
charged. Inability in this cafe, prefles an ho- 
neft heart like lead to the centre. 
- 7th, Another, and the laft good work I fhall 
mention is, to obferve truth and punftuality ia 
^1 your xiealings. It is much to be lamented, 
that when a boy is put an apprentice to the 
tradefman, one principal part of what he has to 
learn is, how to deceive artfully •, — and if he has 
AOt farts to do it in a dexterous manner, he is 
■ .. reckoned 



recIcOned fie for fcarcely any thing, except a 
parijh-farfon. The manner in which the men of 
the world endeavour to excufe fraudulent, de- 
ceitful pra£tices, is as fliameful as the thing it- 
ielf : *' We could not pofiibly live," fay they, 
'* were we not to attend to the Iricki in trade, 
*' for there is fuch a world to deal with,, that ac 
" many times, we are put to our ihifts." Ah ! 
and a piteous Jhift is it, when a flight-hand, 
nimble tongue, and bold countenance fupply 
the place of truth and uprightnefs. Not live ! 
This is to refiedt upon God, who commands 
every man to obferve truth with his neighbour. 
Not live ! This is in effeft to fay, " Were we 
" to mind God, and his word, inevitable ruin 
" would be the confequcncc." How abomi- 
nable ! But when you ftand before the great 
Judge of all hearts, you'll be condemned of 
your own confcience, and conftrained to con- 
fefs, you might have lived, tho' you had obferv- 
ed truth in word and work. Wealth gotten by- 
deceit, has the curfe of God entailed upon it ; 
and often mcits away in the hands of the next 
heir. See thou that truth runs thro' all thy 
actions, private or public. 

III. I now come to the third thing mentioned, 
(viz.) being careful to maintain good works. 
The much famed Hervey obferves, that it is al- 
moft impoflible to cranflate the original without 
dtaing it an injury. It fignifies to be foremoft, 
or zealoufiy to go before in good works, it is 
great pity, that many good offices lofe great 
part of their excellency, by being too late per- 
formed. Let not your good deeds bring up the 



rear, when you have an opportunity of going 
before — be firit to embrace the opportune fea- 
fon, of fiiewing your ready mind to do good 
whilft you live in the world.-'— 

Again 9 To be careful to main lain good werks^ 
implies a diligent perfeverance in the fame. 
Few things are managed to good purpofe with- 
ouc care ; a carelefs labourer, not only does 
little, but feldom does it well. There is need 
of being careful, left the day be gone, and we 
have either done nothing, or not done ir to good 
purpofe ! There are many things in the way, 
ready to draw off our attention from our duty ! 
We are prone to forget, either what we fbould 
do, or the manner in which it ought to be done. 
The belt of chriftians, daily carry about with 
them, W law in their members (corrupt nature) 
which is perpetually warring egainji the law of 
their mind, and bringing them into captivity to ■ ' 
the law of fin which is in their members. This 
often impedes thedue performance of that which 
is good, and fruftrates the laudable defigns of 
thofewhofe heart is fet to the law of their God ! 
Well then might Paul and Titus, and well may 
all the minifters of God's word at this day, 
clofely prefs it upon believers, to be careful to 
paintain good works, 

The laft thing to be obfcrved in the text is, 
lyhat is faid of good works, (viz.) Thefe things 
are good and profitable unto men. Oblerve, Paul 
Hoes not fay, that they are good and profitable i 
»rjuftification unto eternal life ; no, he knew 
better. They are good for many purpofes, but 
^0 fure as God lives, if you make up a Saviour 
G out 



(5°) 

out of all your good deeds, you will find your- 
felves dreadfully difappointed at the laft day. 
The perfons here exhorted to the performance 
of Chriftian duties, were already juftificd; con- 
fequently, their future obedience could not be 
any the leaft caufe of their juftification *. Let 
us then enquire, in what refpefts good works 
are profitable unto men. 

In the firft place, they are profitable to the 
party to whom they are done. Is it not pro- 
fitable to the poor and neceflitous, when fome 
kind hand adminifters to their neiceflities ? I 
fuppofe, were fome of thofe poor faints of Ju^ 
dea here to day ; unto whom thofe compaffion- 

ate 



■in<i 



* Many have publifhed their ignorance to the world, by in- 
troducing St. Jame's cpiftle to prove, that JMfHfication is by 
nvorksf and not as Paul fays, by faith : but by (6 doing, they 
fet St. Paul and St. James moft dreadfully at odds, as tho' they 
were fo far from being agreed about the nature of juftification, 
that they palpably contradict each other. Had Paul reproved 
y antes as he did Peter ; or contended with him, as he did wjth Bar* 
ftabasy they might have reprefentcd JameSy as refolving to take 
vengeance on him, by contradi£linig all that he had written to the 
Romansy GalatianSy Epbefiansy Sec. but as we have no accounts 
of perfonal difference, certainly they were agreed in do^rines 
alfo. When Paul fpeaks of being juftified by grace^ by the 
pgbteoujhefs of Christ, by faitb, &c. It is evident that he all 
aiong mtends the tinner's acquittal from condemnation, and 
his being accepted of God : and in this affair, he denies that 
^od works take even the fmalleft part, Gal, iii. lo, n, 12. 
St. James is treatmg upon a very different fubje6V, he debates the 
cafe with a perfon who refts fatisfied in profefling himfelf to be 
a believer, tho' no v^ay difpofed to evidence the truth of his pro- 
feffion by his -works. The apoftle lays before the ielf-deceived 
perfon, the manner in which the fathers gave evidence that they 
were believers; (vtz.) they were obedient to God according to 
•iiis word. This was the proof , but no caufe of their j uftification. 
,4br-abam was juftified in the fight of God, long before he faw 
ffaac : therefore could not, in Siat fcnfe, t>e juftified when he of- 
:&rj9d him on the altar. 
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ate Macedonians fent their liberal contributions, 
they would readily tell you, " Ah ! it was 
" well ! exceeding well, that our good God fo 
" difpofed their hearts, in fuch a generous man- 
ner, to fend us relief, when we were in pe* 
rilhing circumftances !" Thus their bowels 
were refrelhed — they faw the good hand of God 
in the abundant fupply, and glorified him for 
the profefTed fubjeftion of the gentile converts^ 
to the gofpel of Jesus Christ, ii Cor. ix. 12, 
13. Humble David tells us, Pfa. xvi, that his 
goodnefs did not extend unto God^ but unto the 
faints that were in the earth ; and to the excels 
lent in whom was all his delight. Hear what 
Elihu^ that nervous reafoner fays unto Job^ 
Thy right eoiifnefs may profit the fon of man^ Job 
XXXV. 8. 

Again ; Good works are good and profitable 
to remove the odium call upon the gofpel by the 
ignorant and ungodly. Some, both from the 
pulpit and prefs, (and many more from their 
two-armed chair) have roundly aflerted, ** Thac 
*' the doftrine of falvation by grace through 
*' Christ, is fiibverfive of all good works — is 
*' the moft unfriendly to piety and virtue^^tiys a 
foundation for flefhly indulgences--opens the 
flood-gates of licentioufnefs — delivers men 
*' from the low drudgery of governing their fpi- 
** rits, or bridling their paflions, &c, &c." Thefc 
are no new calumnies ; Paulas doftrine was fuffi- 
tiently loaded with them, before he left the 
world, Rom. iii. 6, 7, 8. Notwithftanding, it is 
every true chriftian's comfort, that he has not fa 
learned Christ ! Paul was as warm an advocate 

G z for 



4C 



for falvation by grace, as ever appeared on the 
face of the earth ; yet, his upright heart bound- 
ed againit the thought of living in fm that grace 
might abound, Rom. vi. i. i'f/er exhorts be- 
lievers to be obedient to God, that by their well 
doing, they might fut to filence the ignorance of 
foolijh men, i Pet. ii. 15. Now as you profefs 
to be concerned for the profperity of our dear 
Immanucl's kingdom, preferve the honour of his 
gofpcl, by your daily fubjeftion to his precepts 
— rtiew your love to him, by your obedience to 
his commands, and conftrain gain-fayers to ac- 
knowledge, that the Christ you worfhip, does 
not appear to be a minifter of fin : let thofe a- 
roundyou fee, that the grace of God manifefted 
in the gofpel, has taught you to deny ungodly 
and worldly Ikfls, to live foberly, rtghtsoujly, and 
godly in this prefent world, Titus, ii. 12. 

3d, Good works are good and profitable to 
engage others in the fame path. Saints ought 
to be building up each other in their molt holy 
faith — exhorting one another daily, and crying 
out, Let us not Jleep as do ethers, but let us watch 
and be fiber. But it is well known 1 to ftir up the 
negligent, or roufe the fupine, praSiice is far more 
prevalent than precept. There are prefent on 
this public occafion, members of perhaps twenty 
different congregations : I wifli, and pray ; that 
you may return to your refpeftive places, full 
of refolution, that by the grace of God, you 
will henceforth be as burning and fhining lights 
in the world -, that you may, with a good con- 
fcience, call to others as Gideon to his followers. 
Look on me and do likewife i or as Paul to the 
Philippians, 
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Phillppians, 7'ho/e things which ye have both 
learned and received^ and heard and feen in mtf ' 
do : and the God of peace Jhall be with you. Let\ 
your light fo Jhine before men, ihat they may fee 
your GOOD works, and glorify your Father whick 
is in heaven. Matt. v. i6, 

Laftly, Good works are good and profitable 
to the party performing them. There are ad- ':' 
vantages too tedious to enumerate, which flow^ 
as confequences of believers being found walk- 
ing in the path of duty ! 

Firft, They will enjoy the pleafures of a good 
confcience in times of affliction. When ftorm» 
of perfecution were raifcd againft, and all man- 
ner of evil faid of the apoftles, they had this J 
comfortable reflection. Our rejoicing is this, tbe^ 
feftimony of our confcience, that in Jimplidty and I 
godly ftncerity^ not with fiejhly wifdom, but by /he'd 
grace of God we have had our converfation in the 
'(■■world, II Cor. i, 12. 

When affliftive difpenfations find us in a 
"" trifling, difobedientpath j O what a Itorm is 
raifed in the guilty breaft ! Troubles without^ 
and guilt within, are like the angry heavens, 1 
and raging deeps in furious conflict ! David ' 
proved the truth of this, when he fled from the 
face of his own treacherous Son Ahfalom, when 
he went by the afcent of mount Olivet, hav- 
ing his head covered, and his feet bare. — weep- .. 
ing, and almofl: heart-broken, the country round J 
about bearing a part with him ! never was fcenc 
more tragical, except when Jesus, David's anti- 
type was carrying the ponderous crofs upon his 
furrowed bleeding back towards Calvary's top ! 
Had 
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Had you feen David's heart, while tears drench- 
ed his ruddy cheeks, in all probability you would 
have ieen fome fuch like reflections as thefr, " O 
" my fin ! my fin ! my fin againft God harh 
** broughtthis evil upon my guilty head ! HadI 
" hearkened to the Lord's commandments, it 
*' had not been thus with me ! He is now aveng- 
** ing^the blood of my poor faithful fcrvant (/- 
*' riab ! Take warning by me, and let my cafe be 
■*' a monitor to fucceeding ages -, yea, 'till time be 
" no more !" — How was It with the fons of Ja- 
cob^ when they went into Egypt to buy corn, and 
got clapt up in prifon ? They then began to re. 
member their cruelty tojofeph! and to fay one 
to another, IFe are verily guilty coticerning ear 
brother. Jofeph ! the very name was as a dagger 
in their hearts ! Not all the gloom of a dungeon, 
or all the profpeA of approaching calamities, 
were half fo dreadful, as the remembrance of 
their fin ! And thus will it be, if afflidiions over- 
take thee in a way that is not good. Is It not then 
profitable, to avoid fuch fcenes of woe ? Is it of 
no fervice, to enjoy tranquillity of mind, when 
the billows of afflidion run high ? Hear how 
the LORD laments Ifrael's cafe in language 
truly moving, O that thou hadji hearkened to my 
csmmandmenti f then had thy peace been as a river ^ 
and thy right eeufmfs as the waves of the fea— 
David could afterwards tell. Great peate have 
they that love thy law ; and nothing Jhall offend 
them, Pfa, cxix. 165. Good old Zaeharias was 
fo fcnfible, that the way of obedience was the way 
oi peace, that he greatly rejoices at John's birth, 
and Xays, he was come to guide their feet intolbe 
xvay of peace. Again ; 
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Again ; Diligent performance of good works^ 
from the fpirit above defcribed ; will be a good 
fign that you belong to God's family — are of 
the houfehold of faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom of glory. How many of you my friends, 
are this day defirous of being fatisfied in this 
important point. There arc fome, who, it is 
to be feared, are more defirous of the honey of 
€omfort^ than to walk in the way of wprightnefs : 
all fuch defires are rather ofFenfive, than pleanng 
to God ! How is it with your fpirits ? Are they 
fuch as the word declares God approves ? Is 
-the love of God fhed abroad In your heart, by 
the holy Ghoft given unto you ? If fo, you may 
gather great encouragement from i John iii. 
1 8, &c. where the method, and matter of ajfu- 
ranee are clearly ftated. My little children^ let 
us not love in word neither in tongue^ but in deed 
■and in truth. And hereby we know that we are 
^f the truthy and Jhall ajfure our hearts before 
him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our hearty and knoweth all things. Belov^ 
•edy if our heart condemn us not, then have we con- 
fidence towards God. Try yourfelves by this 
rule. 

Again •, Good works are good and profitable 
to the party performing them, becaufe their re- 
ward is with God on high, and moft fure ! The 
icriptures abound fo plentifully with teftimo- 
nies of this kind, that 1 need to fay very little. 
David tjdh us. That in the courfe of providence, 
God fliall fo take the faint's part, that others 
Ihall cry out. Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous^ Pfa. Iviii. 1 1 . His wife-hearted Son 
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corroborates the ibul- reviving truth, where fie 
fays, The wicked wcrkelh a deceitful {empty and 
ungodly) work : But to him that foweth righfC' 
cufnefs Jhall he a fure reward, Prov. xi. 18, But 
a greater t\\an Solomon hatli fully affured us, 
that, Whofeever Jhall give to drink unto one of 
tbefe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in the 
name of a difcifle. Verily I fay unto you, he Jhall /« 
no wife lofe his reward. Matt, x, 42. The an- 
gelic voice from heaven proclaims, BleJJid are 
the dead, which die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
yea, faith the Spirit, that they may refi from their 
labours ; and their works do follow them. Ob- 
ftrve, their works do not go before to merit a 
manfion ; that is the good gift, and it is the 
good pleafure of their Father to give it 1 but 
their good works will follow after, to appear 
in judgment, and be openly rewarded. For, 

The Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven 
with a fhsut — The trumpet fhall found, and 
the dead fliall be raifed — The God of nature 
fiiall re-animate the flumberingduft, and caufc 
ic to ftart into exiftence again — The herald's 
voice 'Ihall convene the ends of the world be- 
fore the awful tribunal — The Illuftrious Judge 
fliall mount the great white throne, with majef- 
ty more dreadful, and glorious ; with retinue 
more numerous and fplendid, than the world 
ever faw ! Then iliall thofe regijiers be thrown 
wide open, (viz.) The book of the law, the 
book of nature, and the book of confcience. 
There will all the works, words, and thoughts 
of every individual ftand on record, in charaders 
moft legible ! Then fliall the righteous Judge 
enumerate 



enumerate the good works of fuch as have fol- 
lowed him by faith in the way of duty : and 
though they through modefty, and a fenfe of 
their own unworthinefs are ready to difown 
them ; yet ihall he pronounce them blefled, 
and bid them enter into the kingdom prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world ! See Matt, 
XXV. 34, &c. 

Thus I have gone through the few things 
propofed, and (hall draw to a conclufion, by 
making a few remarks. 

Firll, from this fliort account of believing in 
God, and the evidences of it ; may we not, accord- 
ing to fcripture, and the appearance of things, 
fit down, and lament how few believers there 
are in the world ? Perhaps fome may be ready 
to fay, " If believing the fcriptures were faith^ 
" that outcry might be fpared, for who believes 
*' them not ? This is the faith of the world, 
*' yea, of the drunkard and whore-monger, the 
*' covetous, and all the blackguards in the na- 
" tion : for my own parr, I have had this faith, 
*' yea, even from my infancy, 1 always believ- 
*' ed my bible was true, and that the layings of 
'* the Lord would ftand ; and yet I remained 
*' a carnal, ftubborn rebel againft God. Away 
" with fuch a dry, empty, worthlefs definition 
*' of faith." Be not rafh, you believed the fay- 
ings of the Lord would fiand, but did you 
know ivhat he had faid ? Did you believe what 
Jehovah hath faid of himielf — of man — of 
Christ andfalvation by him, and the «My^jK?«- 
ces of believing, or not believing the record given 
of him, which are ^/ory, ox damnation ^, Where 
H were 
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were the evidences that you t!ius believed ? 
Were you afraid of being dealt with according 
to your crimes ? Were you humbled before 
God becaufe of your fhameful miidoings ? 
Were you fincerely feekinga fenfeof the Lord's 
favour, in the means he hath appointed ? Did 
you in heart reft on Christ for your acceptance 
with God, and find a fecret pleafure in meditat- 
ing upon rhe excellencies of a dear mediator ? 
And did this caufc you to hate, and flee trom 
fin, in heart, lip, and life, and follow God in the 
way of obedience ? Your confclence, nay, your 
words witnefs againfl: you, and you know full 
well, that thus you did not give proof of your be- 
lieving ! Bleffed are you, if rhoi'e n.arh are upon 
you now. It is as impoffible for a man, who 
believes the declarations of God, to live habi- 
tually in fin ; as it is for a filh to live on the 
land, or the ox in the fea. Believing the truth, 
will have its effefts. Who is he that overcometb 
the -xorld, but he that belteveth that Jesos is the 
Son of God ? 

Again 1 Is it needful to exhort believers to 
maintain good works ? This evincibly fliews, 
that the gofpel hath not dettroyed the law. 
The moral law abides ftll! as a rule, though not 
as a covenant of life and death to the believer. 
Grace does not fuperfede, but rather calls for, 
the moft voluntary obedience which i creature 
is capable of yielding to its creator. Thofe 
who flight the law, and take liberty to fin, be- 
caufe God is gracious ; have juft caufe to confi- 
der themfelves in the gall of hitternefs and Hndt 
of iniquity until this day. 

Again ; 
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